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My next meeting with Johnson was on Friday the ist of July, when he and I and Dr. Goldsmith supped together at the Mitre. I was before this time pretty well acquainted with Goldsmith, who was one of the brightest ornaments of the Johnsonian school1. Goldsmith's respectful attachment to Johnson was then at its height; for his own literary reputation had not yet distinguished him so much as to excite a vain desire of competition with his great Master. He had increased my admiration of the goodness of Johnson's heart, by incidental remarks in the course of conversation, such as, when I mentioned Mr. Levet, whom he entertained under his roof, ' He is poor and honest, which is recommendation enough to Johnson;' and when I wondered that he was very kind to a man of whom I had heard a very bad character, ' He is now become miserable, and that insures the protection of Johnson.'
Goldsmith attempted this evening to maintain, I suppose from an affectation of paradox, ' that knowledge was not desirable on its own account, for it often was a source of unhappi-ness.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, that knowledge may in some cases produce unhappiness, I allow. But, upon the whole, knowledge, per se, is certainly an object which every man would wish to attain, although, perhaps, he may not take the trouble necessary for attaining it2.'
Dr. John Campbell3, the celebrated political and biographical writer, being mentioned, Johnson said, ' Campbell is a man of much knowledge, and has a good share of imagination. His Hermippus Redivivus*' is very entertaining, as an account of the Hermetick philosophy, and as furnishing a curious history of the extravagancies of the human mind. If it were merely imaginary it would be nothing1 at all. Campbell is not always rigidly careful of truth in his conversation; but I do not believe there is any thing of this carelessness in his books5. Campbell is a good
1 Through Goldsmith Boswell became acquainted with Reynolds. In his Letter to the People of Scotland (p. 99), he says :—' I exhort you, my friends and countrymen, in the words of my departed Goldsmith, who gave me many nodes Atticae, and gave me a jewel of the finest water—the ac-
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quaintance of Sir Joshua Reynolds.1 3 See>w/, July 30, 1763.
3  See post, March 20, 1776, and Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. 17, 1773.
4  See^orf, March 15, 1776.
5  ' Dr. Campbell was an entertaining   story-teller,  which  [sic]  sometimes lie rather embellished ; so that
;                                        man,ouse directly to partake of punch, and pass their time in merriment} Anecdotes of Dr. Johnson, p. irg. BOSWELL. The whole transaction took place in 1762, as is shown, ante, p. 415, note I;Xv/trv'i/, ami so am I. I Jiin'l ynii Itkr il, Mil ;'" " Nn, mail.mi, il i-j M'ty l.uiliy; thru- is iu'llmit; nf n-.it lilr in il, .mil vciy lull' u( n.ituir, II is ii nn'ir t.HH illll jiriliiiin.uii c."1 Mint1. I I'Arlilay'n , i. H,], 'Tlii-ir tin* u liuiulirtl in this Thin);,' '<ai<| (i in ilu-prrfai r, ' .ind a luindicil iniijlu in* «iul l« prove ilicin !«• mtlirs. Hut il is ncrtllrs'i. A honk may lif tuinisiiiK \viili niinicriiii!. cnms, nr it may lit- very dull wiihmii a '.iii};lf. iilisnriliij'.' Sc'c /it>\f, Apiil .'.i;, \yytt.
